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Talk- And More

 Over winter break, I (Eli Binder) went to Kenya and 
Tanzania.  Both are in Africa.  My itinerary went like this:
1. Two days in Kenya
2. Two days at Tarangire National Park
3. One day at Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Area
4. Two days in the Southern Serengeti (Ndutu)
5. Two days in the Central Serengeti (Seronera)
6. Two days at Chumbe Island Coral Park
7. One day at Stone Town, Zanzibar

 In Kenya we stayed at the Macushla House in Nirobi.  It 
was a very nice place and a giraffe sanctuary was just a 10-min-
ute walk away.  We also went to the David Sheldrich Wildlife 
Trust.  There we saw young elephants that had been orphaned 
when poachers killed their mothers.  The David Sheldrich Wild-
life Trust was started by David Sheldrich (1919-1977) and has 
been continued through his family.  If you donate some money, 
you get to become a ‘parent’ of an orphaned elephant or rhino.  
It’s just like the zoo parent program at the Albuquerque Zoo and 
is sort of like bragging rights.1  My elephant’s name is Barsil-
inga (bar-sil-eeng-ah).  Barsilinga was born on March 28, 2012, 
and was two weeks old when brought to the David Sheldrich 
Wildlife Trust.  Barsilinga was found next to his dying mother 
who was euthanized because her wounds were too severe. 

 Next we crossed the boarder to Tanzania and met our 
guide an hour later.  Our guide’s name is Hashim and our 
cook’s name is Shambo.  Shambo cooked the best food I have 
ever had.  It was all Tanzanian style food.  My favorite dish was 
Beef Stew.  Our guide Hashim was an extremely good spotter 
and an excellent driver.  

 At the main gate we saw a troop of Vervet Monkeys.  As 
we entered the park, we saw a herd of Zebra in the distance, a 
troop of Baboons, some Hornbills, and plenty of Guineafowl.  
Then we arrived at our special campsite.  A special campsite 
is a campsite where we bring our own camping supplies and 
camp in sleeping bags.  The other option is to sleep at a tented 
campsite or a lodge.  Tented campsites are semi-permanent 
campsites.  The lodges are just like hotels.  I stayed at special 
campsites most of the time, but at Ndutu I stayed at a tented 
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the girls track coach is Ms. Rivera.  You don’t have to 
join track, though.  There are other great clubs such as 

the magic club, the soccer club and many more.

Issue 2- Volume 1

This ariticle is continued on page 2.



campsite.  I also visited a lodge and went swimming in the pool at the lodge.  I prefer the special campsites because it is a 
very fun experience to go camping in Africa.  I also really enjoy the tented campsites, but do not wish to stay at a lodge. 

 

Female Vervet Monkey (left) and Male Vervet Monkey (right) 
Photos taken by Eli Binder 

In Tarangire we also saw our first Ostrich, Impala, Dik Dik, Leopard Tortoise, Masai Giraffe, Grant’s Gazelle, Honey 
Badger (Hashim said he had never seen a Honey Badger come out during the day before in his 20 years of guiding), Ham-
merkop (bird), Warthog, Dwarf Mongoose, Monitor Lizard, and Lion, as well as an assortment of birds including eagles 
and vultures. 
Then, after two nights at Tarangire, we were on the road to Ngorongoro Crater.  Ngorongoro crater is a crater that 1,720 
feet deep from rim to center and 14 miles in diameter.  Ngorongoro was amazing.  We saw lots of animals.  Ngorongoro 
crater is the most concentrated area for animals in Africa.The only downside was that it was really cold. At Ngorongoro 
crater we saw plenty of Zebra (including the two fighting below), lots of Cape Buffalo, plenty of Wildebeest, some Ba-
boons (including the one below), several Thomson’s Gazelles, our first Spotted Hyena, our first Jackal (below), our first 
Crowned Crane (bird - below), and four Rhinos!!

 

 
Top Right: A large male baboon attracted to the front gate by food left by stupid people 

Top Left: Two Zebras fighting Bottom Right: Crowned Crane Bottom Left: Extremely close Jackal 
Photos taken by Eli Binder 

 



Then we were on the road again to the Southern Serengeti – Ndutu.  At Ndutu we stayed at a tented campsite.  It was pretty 
nice!  We had a working toilet (as opposed to a hole in the ground), and had great food (Shambo was not our cook how-
ever).  In Ndutu we saw lots of animals including Secretary Birds, Bat-eared Foxes, six or so Cheetahs (below), some dung 
beetles (below), and two male Lions.  On the first day that we arrived, we saw a Wildebeest that had died of natural causes 
right near our campsite.  Over the next two days we would visit it and see what the vultures had done to the carcass (be-
low). 

 
Top left: Cheetah Top Right: Dung Beetle Bottom Left: Vultures devouring wildebeest carcass 

Bottom Right: Interior of Tented Campsite       Photos taken by Eli Binder 

 

Then we drove north to Seronera.  At Seronera we saw Hippos (Top Left), storks, a very well hidden crocodile, a Leopard 
(Top Right), an African Land Snail (Bottom Left), two little brown birds attacking their reflection in the car mirror (Bottom 
Right), and lots more of the animals we had seen before.  Seronera was really wet.  It rained a lot, but we still had fun.

Then we took off in a very small plane from the Seronera Air Strip.  We said our goodbyes and were on our way to Zanzi-
bar, the birthplace of Freddie Mercury.  We immediately took a boat to Chumbe Island, a laid back, Coral Reef Conserva-



tion Island. At Chumbe we went snorkeling everyday.  It was a very laid back, flexible place.  There we saw hermit crabs 
(below), coconut crabs (below), corals, and a million (give or take a few) different fish.  We also stayed in a very nice 
bungalow (below).  After two days at Chume Island, we went to Stone Town, Zanzibar. 

 
Top left: Hermit Crab Top Right: Coconut Crab  Bottom Left: Bugalow #2 (ours) 

Bottom Right: The Chumbe Island Lighthouse 
Photos taken by Eli Binder 

 
There we saw an old slave trading place (below), a market place (below), and the very small streets of Stone Town (below).  
WARNING: THE PICTURES BELOW ARE OF A MARKET PLACE.  THESE PICTURES INCLUDE DEAD SEA 
ANIMALS INCLUDING FISH, OCTOPUS, SQUID, AND STINGRAY.  IF YOU ARE EASILY SICKENED, DO NOT 
LOOK!
  

 
Top Left: A sculpture of how slaves were treated and sold in Stone Town 

Top Right: A narrow street in Stone Town   

Bottom Left: Fish and Stingrays being sold at a fish market  

Bottom Right: Octopus and Squid being sold at a fish market 
Photos taken by Eli Binder 

 
Overall this trip has been amazing! I was so amazed at the beauty of Africa. So now you know – when planning a trip for winter break, 
think about Africa.
Footnote 1:  (Jefferson is home to a wonderful diversity of students, both sane, and not so sane.  The following comment was posted 
online by a less sane student.)  “It’s just like the zoo parent program at the Albuquerque Zoo and is sort of like having bragging 
rights.” *Next day later, Johannes approaches a group of ladies during lunch with a sheet of cardstock paper.* “I would like you ladies 
to know that I am now an elephant proprietor, bask in my eternal glory.” “Johannes.” “Yes?” “Johannes wake up.” *Johannes suddenly 
snaps back to the real world.* As Nathaniel pokes Johannes with a stick, Cameron explains that Johannes got mugged by a group of 
priests and was beaten unconscious with a copy of the Bible. “Well, I knew it would happen someday, but, why did you guys wake me 
up, I was having the best dream ever!” “You kinda started sleeptalking…” “Oh! What did I say!?” “Uh…you don’t want to know…”

Johannes was later kidnapped by the Meyernator and interrogated.



Teacher Talk

Written By Patrick Logan

 When given an opportunity to write the “teacher talk” section in this edition of the Jeffersonian I knew exactly 
what I wanted to talk about, PRIDE.  I love being a Jet and have been to many schools where I feel the student energy 
level about the pride they have is higher than here at JMS.  And I say to myself, Why?  And I say to you now, Why?  
Why is it you are at this school and not at the school closest to where you live?  Because this is where you WANT to be.  
Let’s show it.
Why is it that students litter and deface this glorious old building?  This teacher doesn’t plan on going anywhere, any 
time soon, and I would like this place to stay looking great.  I want us all to take pride in being part of the best middle 
school in Albuquerque.  

 

Word Bank 

Hypothesis          Conclusion          Judge           Abstract           Purpose         

 

Materials              Variables             Data            Procedure           Graph 

Last Issue’s Answers- 
Crossword Puzzle

In honor of the fantastic projects Jefferson students put out, 
here’s a quick word search featuring science fair vocabulary 
words!

ACROSS
4. To drink in or suck up: Absorb 
6. A short portion of time: Instant
9. To move faster: Accelerate
13. Cannot be wounded or hurt: Invulnerable
14. To annoy or afflict with pain: Irk

DOWN
1. A person who commonly breaks rules or 
laws: Outlaw
2. The number of something: Quantity
3. A group of stars that appears to form a 
picture in the sky: Constellation
5. To cast something into shade or to render 
something insignificant by comparing it with 
something better: Overshadow
7. A widespread outbreak of disease: 
Pandemic
8. A term for any animal that only eats 
plants: Herbivore
10. To change into acid: Acidify
11. Speaking in a complaining tone: Whine
12. To change for the better: Reform

Word Search



The Jefferson newspaper dedicates this article to Ms. Lopez and her knowledge of Jefferson Middle School.

Jefferson Middle School, its history uncovered.
By: Abbey Willison

 As you might notice Jefferson is an old beat up school.  Its end is near but what will never leave it is its amaz-
ing history. It has given a safe and comfortable place for students to learn and grow over the many years. But how long 
has this school really been around, and was it always a school? This article will reveal the past truth about this “retro” 
school.

 The original building was built 74 years ago in 1939. It had an area of 37,056 square feet and new additions 
were added on throughout the years. Builders had to start working hard and early if they wanted to build this school ef-
ficiently and as detailed as Louis G. Hesselden drew it, because without the advantage of the technology we have today, 
everything had to be done by hand. Not only was the building tough but also the architectural drawings were done in 
extreme detail.  Even banisters by the stairs were included. He was very passionate about his work and wanted the con-
struction to go quick and easy.  

 The bell tower was one of the biggest (and tallest) accomplishments of Mr. Hesselden; in fact the tower stands 
166 feet tall! Its .03 miles of tower is made out of pinewood, tin, slate, cast iron, polished plate glass, cement, oak, plas-
ter, tile, and salt glazed brick. 

 The one thing that sets this school apart from all the other middle schools is that while this school was be-
ing built the country was going through our biggest depression, known as the Great Depression. So to help keep the 
school from getting abandoned Franklin Roosevelt (the president at that time) set up the “Public Works Administra-
tion” (PWA) to help employ local citizens. Franklin Roosevelt was fond of New Mexico because he knew the gover-
nor, Clyde Tingley, husband of Carrie Tingley, founder of a hospital for crippled children.  Voters in New Mexico also 
greatly supported him in his 1936 campaign. Thanks to Franklin the PWA’s money was combined with the hard work of 
the people of Albuquerque, which was then used to build the new Junior High; Jefferson Junior High. 

 Over the years new additions were added, such as the big gym. (Fun fact, the “spin room,” and the supply room 
on the other side of the small gym used to be the girls and boys locker room). The seventh grade hall is fairly new.  It 
was built in 1994, adding 9,892 sq. ft. onto the building. Today the total square footage adds up to 113,200 sq. ft.,  a 
200 percent increase from the original building. 

“In those days we didn’t have theft or criminals.”
--Dale Danielson, JJHS 1941-1944

“It took a week to put the roof on Jefferson Middle School by hand. I got paid $ 0.50 an hour.”<
-Bill Briggs, JJHS 1939



Horoscope

By Eli G.
This week’s special feature: The Great Horoscopic Superbowl!!!
 Taurus: This week: You put on your best cheerleading clothes, and head out to the big game before slipping on 
your pom-poms and landing on your face in front of everybody in the stadium.
 Gemini:  This week: You, in your expert opinion (heh), decide that in football, one team goes against the other.
 Cancer: This week: You stand at the side of the field the whole game with a sign about equality, no one seems to 
notice you. They are all focused on the mindless head smashing.
 Leo: This week: The Unicorn battle continues, with the pro unicornurs taking an early lead on the anti-unicor-
nurs. And yet the casualties continue (This isn’t football, but it is more important).
 Virgo: This week: You are utterly shocked by the lead that the pro unicornurs hold over you. But still, the war 
rages on. (READERS TAKE ACTION!!! This week, send an email straight over to your friends at jeffersonianjets@
gmail.com telling us which side you choose and why in a little game called, Unicorn or No Unicorn? If your reasons 
are awesome, you can see your submission in a future Jeffersonian!!! Good Luck, and may the best team win).
 Libra: This week: Burn colorful outfits, burn.
 Scorpio: This week: You try to predict the outcome of the superbowl in any way possible, even if you have to 
bribe the players.
 Sagittarius: This week: Week two of the Sugarpocalypse, the bank robbery has been a success and you begin 
building your sugar bunker and, illegal sugar cartel.  You also team up with Scorpio to bribe the players and earn some 
more cash for more sugar.
 Capricorn: This week: Angry at everything you see on the football field, you threaten the enemy into submis-
sion.
 Aquarius: This week: You think about the money being made from football coaches, and all sports people. Time 
to build a sports team!!!
 Pisces: This week: You participate in the football game showing up with your baseball bat and threatening all 
those that try to tackle you.
 Aries: This week: The whole sports thing isn’t for you, so you just stay away from that.

The Bass of the Forest 
 
By George Laird

 There once was a small boy named Charles, he had no friends.  He 
walked the lonely campus of his abandoned elementary school, washed 
away by time, the cruelest mistress of all. He thought about everything he 
had ever been through, and tried to fill himself with false hope about how 
good the future would turn out to be.  As Mingus (Charles Mingus) was 
walking, he fell into a deep hole which led to a forest.  Vast was this forest 
of old, filled with trees of ancient times who had seen many great happen-
ings.  Here, Mingus knew he was at peace.  Mingus drew his grandfather’s 
rusty pocketknife from the back of his pants.  After three days, he managed 
to chop down a whole tree and carve out of it the grandest stand up bass 
there ever has been.  He played for days plucking, and strongly bowing the 
best jazz ever heard.  When the town heard him they came to rescue him, 
but when the search party arrived at the forest, Mingus turned them back 
saying, “All my soul‘ll need for the future is music.”  When he returned to 
his town 23 days later, he left his bass behind and perused music, becom-
ing one of the best bassists that had ever lived.   When late fall came, Min-
gus returned to the forest where he had learned it all.  Mingus migrated to 
a land where he was at home, with the bass of the forest.

Charles Mingus



Book Review- Howl’s Moving Castle
By: Ruby A.
         In Howl’s Moving Castle, Sophie Hatter sets out to seek her fortune and find a way to break the curse set on her, tasks 
that everyone believes are impossible. 

Howl’s Moving Castle was written in such a way that the reader is entranced, but does not know that the book is really 
a mystery novel until it is resolved.  Jones uses magic, mystery, and even chapter titles to wrap the storyline around the 
reader until the reader cannot put the book down.  Once the reader is captured by the story, the theme comes up and shows 
that false identities change how a person thinks and acts.  Finally, using the theme of disguise, it is shown that just because 
something is thought true, that does not make it so.

Throughout Howl there are many disguises and false identities.  Jones states many things about these disguises.  The first is 
that appearances often change how one acts.  Sophie is more confident under her curse, a spell that has changed her into an 
old woman.  Similarly, the wizard Howl feels in control behind his disguises and lies.  This illustrates that when someone 
uses a different identity she does not feel threatened by judgedment.  At a masquerade ball a timid, shy girl can ask a boy 
she would like to dance (if she knows where he is) because no one knows it is her, and cannot judge or make fun of her for 
asking that boy.

Disguises are often used because of fear.  Many characters in this book are afraid of what others would think of them if they 
were themselves, leading the characters to engage in more lies. And, conversely, when a character drops her lies and false 
identities is when she is at her most courageous because she no longer has anything to hide behind.  When Sophie finally 
drops her disguise as an old woman, she is no longer scared.  She knows that she is brave and strong enough to protect her-
self without it.

Jones uses both magic and mystery to engross the reader throughout the entire story.  There are such things as seven-league 
boots (that enable the wearer to walk seven leagues in one stride) and the ability to talk life into objects.  There are no 
magic wands, and spells are closer to what is thought of as potions in Harry Potter.  Magic takes the disguises and makes 
them twice as good as they would be without it.  It is much easier to fool people when there is a complex spell, or two, in 
between.  This type of magic is new and unknown to readers but Jones does an artful job of explaining such things just 
enough to incorporate them smoothly into the storyline.  In most stories that include magic, magic is the whole plot, but in 
Howl magic is a complement to the storyline.  It helps deepen the message of the book. 

Disguises are not only used when one is fearful, but also when one is running away from destiny.  The destinies of the three 
Hatter sisters are not their own, but those assigned to them by an old wives tale.  When the sisters decide that they do not 
want that destiny they use disguise so that they can do what they please and not disturb anyone by not conforming.  At the 
end of the book the three sisters, the other characters, and the reader realize that everyone should follow the destiny they 
want, and not to be restricted by what others think.  Just because something is commonly thought does not make it true.

Disguise enters another time, but this time it is to increase reading enjoyment.  Howl is a mystery disguised as an adven-
ture.  In the last few chapters of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Rowling uses one last and engaging mystery to 
resolve the story, and enthrall the reader, similar to how Jones does.  The big difference between the two is that in Harry 
Potter, Harry solves the mystery before the reader does which can be captivating and encourage the reader to finish the 
book.  But it can also discourage the reader into thinking that she missed a piece of the puzzle.  This is not so in Howl.  So-
phie does not understand the whole mystery and does not solve it until the very last page, along with the reader. This writ-
ing style is even more captivating than the way Rowling writes the last passages of Harry Potter.

Send in your questions to jeffersonian-
jets@gmail.com so Dear Alice can        
answer them.  Printing courtesy of --->


